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GRADE 

 

Weeks of: 

APRIL 13TH & APRIL 20TH 
WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

To Students, Parents and Guardians: 
Week 5 and 6 Packets will be mailed 

out the week of April 27th 
Week 7 and 8 Packets will be mailed 

out the week of May 11th. 



 

 

5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Grades 

Your child should spend up to 90 minutes over the course of each day on this packet. 
Consider other family-friendly activities during the day such as: 

  
Draw and discuss 

an imaginary 
amusement park.   

Write and act out 
a family play.  

Take a nature or a virtual 
field trip using 
Google Earth.  

Help plan and 
cook a meal.  

Mindful Minute: Take 3 
deep breathes 

and focus on the 
sounds in the room.  

Search for these YouTube 
learning channels: 

Crash Course Kids 

SciShow 

Play a board game, 
charades  or card game 
with a family member. 

Do a family workout  

together (jog, take a walk, 
play basketball, etc.) 

*All activities are optional. Parents/Guardians please practice responsibility, safety, and supervision. 

 

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) who need additional support, 
Parents/Guardians can refer to the Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage, 

contact their child’s IEP manager, and/or speak to the special education provider when you are 
contacted by them.  Contact the IEP manager by emailing them directly or by contacting the school. 

The Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage can be accessed by clicking HERE or 
by navigating in a web browser to https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540 

 

WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
CONTINUOUS LEARNING HOTLINE AVAILABLE 

316-973-4443 
MARCH 30 – MAY 21, 2020 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ONLY 

 
For Multilingual Education Services (MES) support, 

please call (316) 866-8000 (Spanish and Proprio) or (316) 866-8003 (Vietnamese). 

The Wichita Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected classifications in its programs and activities. 



Weekly Supports for Diverse Learners 

ELA K‐5 

General Accommodations: 

 Break assignments into chunks of learning.  Tackle a little at a time.  

 Clarify or reword directions for understanding. 

 Highlight directions.  

 Provide a dictionary to assist with spelling or have the child sound out the words. 

 Provide a quiet place to work without distractions. 

 Provide extra time to finish assignments. 

 Read or assist your child in reading text such as passages, questions, and answer choices. 
 Read the text to your child a couple of times then read the text with your child.   
 Read to your child stopping for them to read words they can independently. 
 Allow your child to answer comprehension questions in many different ways such as orally, drawing 

a picture or acting out the story showing understanding.  
 Read the same text multiple times throughout the week. 
 Scribe written responses for your child. 

 Work with your child one on one. 

 Provide fewer answer options for multiple choice questions (e.g., 3 answer options instead of 

4). 

 
 

Aa   Bb   Cc   Dd   Ee   Ff   Gg   Hh   Ii   Jj   Kk    Ll   Mm   Nn   Oo   Pp   Qq   Rr   Ss   
 
Tt   Uu   Vv   Ww   Xx   Yy   Zz 

*Use this alphabet chart to assist with letter recall and recognition when students are required to write 

written responses.   

 

*Grades K‐5 can use the below sight word dictionary provided to assist with word recall and recognition 

when students are required to write written responses. 

Journeys Kindergarten High Frequency Words 

Aa Bb Dd for  he  is  Mm Oo over see  that  to  was  Yy 
a  be  day  from  help  Jj make  of  Pp she  the  too  we  you 

all  but  do  Gg her  just  me  off  play  show  their  Uu went  your 

and  by  down  give  here  Ll my  on  put  so  them  up  what   

are  Cc Ee go  how  like  Nn one  Ss some  then  Vv when   

ask  came  every  good  Ii little  new  only  said  soon  there  very  where   

ate  come  Ff Hh I look  now our  saw  Tt they  Ww will   

away  could  find  have  into     out say  take  this  walk  with   

 



Journeys First Grade High Frequency Words 

Aa bird  covers  few  he  long  off  Ss teacher  warm 
above  blue  cried  field  head  look  old  said  their  was 

about  both  Dd find  hear  loudly  once  school  there  wash 

across  boy  different  first  heard  loved  one  second  these  watch 

after  bring  do  five  help  Mm only  seven  they  water 

again  begins  does  fly  her  make  open  shall  think  were 

all  bird  done  follow  here  many  or  she  those  what 

almost  blue  don’t  food  high  maybe  our  should  thought  where 

along  both  door  for  hold  me  out  show  three  who 

always  boy  down  four  house  minute  over  sing  today  why 

and  bring  draw  friend  how  more  own  small  together  window 

animal  brothers  Ee friendship  Ii most  Pp soil  too  with 

around  brown  earth  full  Idea  mother  paper  some  took  work 

away  buy  eat  funny  into  my  party  sometimes  toward  world 

Bb by  eight  Gg Kk myself  people  soon  try  would 

baby  Cc enough  give  kind  Nn pictures  sorry  two  write 

ball  call  even  goes  know  near  play  starts  Uu Yy 
be  car  every  good  Ll never  please  stories  under  years 

bear  carry  everyone  great  large  new  pull  story  until  yellow 

beautiful  caught  eyes  green  laugh  night  pushed  studied  use  you 

because  city  Ff ground  learning  noise  put  sure  Vv young 

been  cold  fall  grow  light  nothing  Rr surprised  very  your 

before  come  family  Hh listen  now  read  Tt Ww  

began  could  far  happy  little  Oo ready  take  walk   

begins  country  father  have  live  of  right  talk  want   

Journeys Second Grade High Frequency Words 

Aa behind  didn’t  floor  hello  loved  Pp  should  talk  water 
above  being  different  flower  help  Mm  paper sing  tall  what’s 

across  better  doing  follow  high  maybe  part  sky  teacher while 

afraid  bird  door  food  hold might  party  slowly  though  why 

against  book  Ee  found  horse  mind  people  someone  thought  window 

ago  boy  earth  friends  house  money pictures  something  through  without 

air  brothers  else  from  hundred morning  places  sometimes  told  woman 

almost  Cc  enough front  Ii most  pushed  sorry  tomorrow  won’t 

alone  called  even  Gg I’ll  mother  Rr sound  took  words 

along  car  ever  girl  I’ve  more  ready  started  toward  world 

also  care  every  gone  idea  move  really  starts  town  write 

animals  cheer  everyone  great  Kk  Nn  remember  stood  turned  Yy 
another  children  everything  ground  kept  near  river  store  Uu  years 
anything  city eye  Hh  knew  never  room  stories  until  young 

Bb comes  Ff happened  Ll next  Ss  story  Vv   

baby  coming  falling  happy  large night  says  studied  voice   

ball  cried  family  hard  learn  nothing  school  sure  Ww   

bear  Dd  father  head  learning  Oo  second  surprised  walked   

began  dark  few  hear  leaves  other  she  Tt  warm   

begins  dear  field  heard  lived  outside  sheep  table  watch   
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Background The Lewis and Clark Expedition met almost 50  
different Native American tribes, each with its own culture and  
language. Most of the tribal people were friendly and helpful. A few,  
however, were distrustful or even hostile. This play shows how one  
meeting may have gone. 

Setting a Purpose Read the play to learn about the Shoshone  
tribe’s beliefs, experiences, and practices toward strangers. 

A Surprise  
Reunion 

Play by Byron Cahill 

1  Read As you read, collect and cite text evidence. 

•  Underline details that tell about the setting of this play. 

•  Circle the reasons the Chief gives for not trusting the  
strangers. 

Cast of Characters 

Narrator 

Captain Meriwether Lewis 

Chief Cameahwait

Shoshone Scout

Captain William Clark

Sacagawea
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Narrator: It is August of 1805 in the camp of the Shoshone.  
The main party of the Lewis and Clark Expedition is  
making its way back to Captain Lewis’s group. While  
Shoshone scouts are out searching for them, Lewis is asking  
the chief, Cameahwait, for help.   

Lewis: Chief Cameahwait, won’t you please reconsider  
parting with a few of your horses? They would be a great  
help to us in crossing the western mountain range.  

Cameahwait: (Firmly) No, stranger. You could be allies of 
the Blackfoot. 

allies: 

Lewis: We simply seek passage to the other side of these  
mountains. 

passage: Cameahwait: So you say, but despite your words, you are  
intruders in my lands. 

Lewis: I give you my word. We mean the Shoshone no  
harm. 

Cameahwait: We Shoshone judge others by their actions,  
not by words alone. We have lost much in war. I myself lost  
a sister years ago.  

5 

10 

15 

2 Reread Reread lines 6–19. Why is Shoshone Chief Cameahwait distrustful of  
the strangers? Cite text evidence to support your response. 
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3  Read As you read, collect and cite text evidence. 

•  Underline dialogue that tells how Sacagawea helped  
Clark and the others. 

•  Circle the lines spoken by Sacagawea that give the Chief  
reason to trust Lewis and Clark. 

Shoshone Scout: (Entering with Clark and Sacagawea) 
Cameahwait, we have brought the strangers to you. We  
found them camped near one of the tributaries of the  
river. 

Lewis: (Relieved) Captain Clark! Sacagawea! It is good  
to see you safe. 

Clark: Everyone is in good health, Meriwether, thanks  
to the edible plants Sacagawea found and her excellent  
techniques for preparing them. 

Lewis: Good! Sacagawea, perhaps you can convince  
Cameahwait that our journey can be resumed much 
sooner if he agrees to trade with us. 

resumed: 

Clark: Sacagawea? What is wrong? You are shaking! 

Narrator: Sacagawea does not answer. She gazes at  
Cameahwait, then rushes into his arms and throws her  
blanket around his shoulders, weeping loudly. 

Sacagawea: (Through her tears) Brother! It is you, is it  
not? 

Cameahwait: It is not possible! You were taken. Are  
these men your captors? 

Sacagawea: No! I am a free woman. I am helping them  
on their journey. My husband and child are outside with  
the rest of the group.  

Cameahwait: (Surprised) Husband? Child? 

Sacagawea: Yes, Brother! You are an uncle! These men  
are friends! 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 
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Cameahwait: Then let distrust no longer be a barrier  
between us, Captain Lewis. I promise you horses for your  
journey, and one of my best guides. My promise will be  
fulfilled after we celebrate my sister’s return to her tribe!  
Narrator: With the help of Cameahwait, the Lewis and  
Clark Expedition safely completed its trek through the  
dangerous terrain of the Rocky Mountains. They arrived at  
the shores of the Pacific Ocean just three months later. 

terrain: 

50 

4 Reread and Discuss Reread lines 36–49. What causes Chief Cameahwait  
to trust the strangers? Discuss whether they have proven their trustworthiness  
through actions. 

SHORT RESPONSE 

Cite Text Evidence What is one theme, or message, communicated by this play?  
Cite text evidence in your response. 
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By the time they reached the trail that descended 

into Live Oak Canyon, Lorna felt like she couldn’t take 

another step. Her legs quivered like jelly. Her backpack felt 

like it weighed a ton. She had already guzzled a bottle of 

water, and felt like she could drink ten more. 

Kibo, Lorna’s new puppy, only made matters worse. Dad 

had wanted to leave Kibo with a pet sitter, but Lorna had 

insisted on bringing Kibo along. Now she regretted her decision.  

As they walked, Kibo yanked on his leash like a bucking 

bronco. He barked at every bird or gust of wind. He stopped 

to sniff the ground nearly every minute. Why hadn’t she 

listened to Dad?
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Even worse than Kibo was Conner, Lorna’s younger 

brother. He had teased her from almost the minute they left 

the car. 

“I don’t even know why we have to bring you along,” 

Conner said. “You think you are special just because you are a 

member of the Wilderness Ranger Club. Just because you have 

been camping before, it doesn’t mean you won’t get scared 

when it gets dark.”

Dad gave Conner a stern look. “You shouldn’t say that 

about your sister,” he said. “She worked hard to learn a lot of 

outdoor skills,” Dad said. “Maybe if you watch her, you will 

learn some skills, too.”

4

After another hour of hiking, Lorna and her family 

arrived at the camping spot. A broad, shallow stream flowed 

through the center of the canyon. A small wooden bridge 

crossed the stream. 

Lorna flung her pack to the ground and took off her boots. 

She unbuckled Kibo’s leash. 

“Come on, boy,” she said. “It’s time to cool off.”

Kibo didn’t need to be told twice. He raced for the stream 

and charged into it with a mighty splash. Lorna ran in right 

behind him. The cool water felt delicious on her toes, and as she 

and her new puppy frolicked in the water, she almost forgot the 

hot, dusty hike. But it wasn’t long before playtime was over.

“It will be dark soon,” Dad said. “We need to set up camp. 

Conner and I will put our tent here. Lorna, you can set up your 

tent in the nice grassy spot right next to us.”

Lorna was tired, but she remembered her Wilderness 

Ranger training. She tied Kibo’s leash to a nearby sapling and 

began working. First, she lay a sheet of plastic on the ground so 

the tent wouldn’t leak if it rained. Then she spread the tent out 

on top of the plastic. She used plastic stakes to anchor the tent 

to the ground, and metal poles to hold up the tent’s roof. 



Soon, she had the tent set up and all of her gear 

stowed inside. She opened her backpack, pulled out her 

sleeping bag, and made a comfortable bed. Then she went 

outside and got Kibo.

“Well, buddy” she said, “at least for tonight, this is  

our home.”

5 6

Dad and Conner had set up their tent and built a camp-

fire, and soon the air was filled with the tantalizing scent of 

Dad’s legendary camping delicacy, beef stew. Lorna’s stom-

ach began to growl, and Kibo sniffed in anticipation. 

Conner gave Kibo a pat on the head. “Don’t even think 

about eating any of my stew. It’s good old dog chow for 

you, my friend. Maybe Lorna will share her stew with you. 

After all, tonight you’ll be the only one between her and 

the wolves.”

Lorna knew from her training that there weren’t wolves 

in Live Oak Canyon. But she felt a little nervous. She was 

glad to have Kibo around.
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Once the stew was ready, they all sat down to eat. Dad put 

the stew in bowls, and Lorna filled a bowl with dry food for 

Kibo. Kibo gobbled up his food, lay down near the fire, and fell 

fast asleep. The night grew cool, but Conner threw some more 

wood on the fire, and soon Lorna felt comfortable and warm.

As they sat by the fire, Dad told stories about when he was 

a young man and worked on a ranch in Wyoming. He had 

survived cattle stampedes, avalanches, and even an encounter 

with a savage mountain lion. 

I hope I can be like Dad some day, Lorna thought to herself. 

8

They stayed by the fire until late into the night. 

Slowly, the fire grew smaller, until all that remained were 

blinking coals. 

“Well,” Dad said. “I guess it’s time for bed. We have a 

long hike back tomorrow. Conner, you head into the tent 

now, and I’ll make sure Lorna and Kibo are settled in 

next door.”

With the help of a big flashlight, Kibo and Lorna got 

into their tent. Lorna fluffed up her pillow. 

“Have a good night’s sleep,” Dad said. “If you need 

anything, I am right beside you. And don’t forget, you 

promised to make us all pancakes in the morning.” 
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Inside the tent, Lorna snuggled down as deeply as she 

could in her soft, warm sleeping bag. Suddenly, she heard a low, 

ghostly sound that started out quietly, then grew louder. Lorna’s 

heart began to pound, and she wrapped her arms tightly 

around Kibo. 

A minute later, the ghostly sound came again. This time, 

Lorna almost laughed. 

“Don’t worry, Kibo,” she said. “It’s only an owl. Unless you 

are a mouse, owls are nothing to be afraid of.”

Minutes later, she heard a piercing howl. Kibo’s fur raised 

up on his back, and he began to growl.

“Don’t worry, Kibo,” she said. “It’s just a coyote. Our 

Wilderness Club leader calls them the opera singers of the 

great outdoors.” 

After time passed, a gentle rain began to patter on the 

roof of the tent. Then the rain fell harder and the sound of 

thunder came. Kibo burrowed into Lorna’s sleeping bag and 

shivered. Lorna was a little afraid, too, but soon the rhythmic 

drumming of the rain lulled Lorna into a fitful sleep. 

10

Later, toward morning, Lorna dreamed she was riding the 

subway back home. The roar of the rushing train filled her ears. 

When she awoke, the roaring continued, and she couldn’t figure 

out where the sound was coming from. Then she heard Dad’s 

voice. 

“Lorna,” Dad called. “The stream is flooding. We need to 

pack up our gear and hike out.”

Lorna unzipped the tent, and hurried outside. She couldn’t 

believe what she saw! What had been a small, shallow stream 

was now a roaring river. 
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Soon they had packed up their gear. They were all ready to 

go, when Lorna felt a sudden sense of panic. 

“Kibo!” Lorna cried, then she looked across the stream. 

Kibo had run across the bridge, and was standing on the other 

side, wagging his tail, as if he wanted to play. 

Before she knew it, Lorna had crossed the roaring stream 

and grabbed Kibo’s leash. As forcefully as she could, she pulled 

him back toward the stream.

“Kibo, we need to go NOW!” she said, but it was too late. 

Just then, the wooden bridge tore loose from the bank and 

plunged down the stream. 

12

Lorna began to panic. There was no way she could get 

across the river, no way that she could get back to Dad, Conner, 

and the trail back to the car!

Suddenly, Dad called to her from the other side. In his 

hand, he held a small yellow object. It was a walkie-talkie, and 

she had another one in her pack. 

Soon, she heard Dad’s reassuring voice crackling over the 

radio, and she felt her fear diminishing.
“Lorna, now is your chance to use the Wilderness Ranger 

skills you learned. Just follow my instructions.”

“OK, I will,” Lorna radioed back. But she did not feel so sure.
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“First, I need you to go into your backpack and get out the 

map I put in the front pocket.”

Lorna untied the front flap of her backpack. She found the 

map inside, just as Dad said she would. 

Carefully and patiently, Dad explained the plan to Lorna. 

On her side of the stream was another trail. It was small and 

wasn’t used very much, but it led to a big bridge just two miles 

downstream. That bridge would be safe from the roaring torrent.

Conner and I will hike down to the bridge from our side, 

and you hike from yours,” Dad said. “I will stay with you on 

the radio during the whole hike. Don’t worry about getting 

lost. You know how to use a map, and you’ll have Kibo to keep 

you company.”

14

Lorna studied the map. It seemed fairly straightforward. 

The trail ran along the river, with a few occasional detours. All 

she would have to do is follow the trail and she would meet 

Dad and Conner in less than an hour. 

She soon discovered it wouldn’t be an easy hike. The 

rainfall had turned the ground to a sea of mud, and the trail led 

through places that seemed almost impassable. 

Lorna ducked under thorn bushes, clambered over tree 

trunks, and waded across deep puddles. Kibo ducked, clam-

bered, and waded beside her. Soon, Lorna was exhausted, but 

when she checked her map, she discovered she had only walked 

half a mile. 



15 16

Lorna felt terrible, and then she remembered the walkie-

talkie. She pulled it from the pack, pushed down the button and 

started to talk.

“Lorna, calling Dad,” she said. In return came silence. 

Lorna pushed the button again. “Conner, if you are playing a 

joke, you are in big trouble.” Then Lorna realized what had 

happened; the radio battery had run out! 

She angrily gave the radio a heave into her backpack and 

sat down on a rock. “I give up,” she said. Then she felt Kibo 

tugging on his leash.

<Art: 1/2 page bottom illo: a determined-looking Kibo tugs on the leash.>
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Lorna had never seen such a look on an animal’s face 

before. Kibo looked determined, and even a bit stubborn. If she 

could have translated Kibo’s look into English, it might have 

said something like this: 

“Look, maybe you are content to sit here in the rain, but I 

am not. Just down the trail are Dad and Conner. And I’m pretty 

sure they have food.” With that, Kibo gave another tug on the 

leash. Marveling at Kibo’s ability to communicate, Lorna stood 

up and began to walk. With his nose sniffing the trail, Kibo led 

the way. 

<Art: 1/2 page bottom illo: a determined-looking Kibo tugs on the leash.>
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Finally, they reached a spot where the trail grew steeper 

and steeper. Once again, Lorna gave up. 

“I just can’t make it,” she said. “I can’t take another step.”

This time, Kibo barked sharply, a bark that meant business. 

Then he scrambled up the bank, pulling hard on the leash.

Lorna took a deep breath, and pushed upward with all 

her might. Her leg muscles quivered, but Kibo helped her 

along. Before she knew it, she had made it up over the last 

boulder. At the top was the bridge—and so were Dad and 

Conner!

“I knew you could do it,” Dad said with a shout. 

“I never would have done it without Kibo,” Lorna said. 

“He’s a real Wilderness Ranger!”



Characters:
• Lorna  •  Dad
• Kibo  •  Connor

Conflict:

Resolution:

Setting:
•  near a river in a canyon

19

Responding
TARGET SKILL   Story Structure  

Who are the main characters in Wilderness 

Rangers? What is the setting? What is the story’s 

conflict and resolution? Copy and complete the 

chart below.

Write About It

Text to Self In Wilderness Rangers, Lorna has a 

scary adventure while camping with her family. 

Think about a time when you were scared. Write a 

paragraph that describes your experience. Tell what 

you thought and how you felt.  

20

delicacy

descended

diminishing

fitful

heave

marveling

piercing

quivered

rhythmic

savage

TARGET VOCABULARY

TARGET SKILL   Story Structure Examine details 

about characters, setting, and plot.

TARGET STRATEGY   Question  Ask questions about 

the story before you read, as you read, and after you 

read.

GENRE   An adventure story has exciting events that 

are full of risk and danger. 
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Background This selection is a myth, told in the form of a play.  
Many myths originated as stories that explained something  
mysterious in the natural world. In this myth, animals are the main  
characters. They can think, speak to one another, and act as a team. 

Setting a Purpose Read the text to understand one myth’s  
explanation for how the earth came to be. 

Skywoman’s 
Rescue 

Play by Alan Felix 

1  Read As you read, collect and cite text evidence. 

•  Underline dialogue that describes important events in  
the play. 

•  Circle the sentence that tells the problem Turtle must  
solve next. 

Setting 

The dark, watery world below the sky 

Cast of Characters 

Narrator • Toad • Goose 1 • Goose 2
Otter • Turtle • Skywoman
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Narrator: The animals living below the sky led a peaceful  
life. 

Toad: (Lazily) Should I swim, or should I take a nap? I’ll  
nap. 

Narrator: But one day two Geese flew down with news. 
Goose 1: (Landing in the water) Guess what! Skywoman  
dreamed about a hole in the clouds! And her dream  
inspired the Chief to uproot the Great Tree! uproot: 

Toad: Too bad. I liked that tree. 
Goose 2: Now there really is a hole in the clouds! 

Otter: (Peering upward) And Skywoman must have fallen  
through, because here she comes! 

peering: 

Turtle : Geese! Can you fly up and catch her? 
Geese: We can—and we will! (They fly off.)

Narrator: While the Geese took off into the sky, Turtle  
thought about what to do next. 

Turtle : Skywoman will need someplace to land. I doubt if  
she can swim. 

Narrator: Turtle tilted her head, pondering. Finally she 
came to a decision. 

pondering: 

5 

10 

15 

20 

2 Reread Reread lines 1–20. What problem has Turtle solved, and what does  
she need to solve next? 
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3  Read As you read, collect and cite text evidence. 

•  Underline what Turtle tells other animals to do. 

•  Circle the main events that happen in this part of the  
play. 

Turtle : Toad! Swim down and bring up lots of mud! 
Toad : Mud? That’s your plan? 
Turtle : As much mud as you can carry! Hurry! 

Narrator: Toad dove into the water. Meanwhile, the  
Geese circled lower and lower with Skywoman between  
their wings. At last, Toad came to the surface. His mouth  
bulged with mud. bulged: 

25 
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Turtle : Good! Now, you and Otter spread the mud over my  
shell, good and thick! 

Otter: (Spreading mud) This will make a nice soft landing. 

Narrator: Just in time, the Geese came down on Turtle’s  
back with Skywoman. 

Skywoman: Thank you, noble animals. You rescued me! noble: 

Toad: No problem. Hey, you have seeds! 

Skywoman: Yes, I grabbed them from the Great Tree as I  
fell. (She scatters the seeds on the mud.)

Narrator: The seeds took root. Soon the mud became the  
earth, thick with plants and full of new life. And later,  
Skywoman gave birth to twins. They became the first  
people. 

Toad: All because of me! (Toad exits with a splash.) 

30 

35 

40 

4 Reread and Discuss Reread Toad’s lines. Discuss what you think Toad is  
like, based on his words. 

SHORT RESPONSE 
Cite Text Evidence What was this myth written to explain? Cite text evidence to  

support your response. 
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Riding 
with the 

Pony Express

Ned Benson was trying hard to concentrate on his
 job, which was to keep Hangtown Creek water flowing 
through the sluice box. But his mind was on other 
things—horses, mostly. Ned hadn’t been able to ride a 
horse since leaving Kansas three years ago. His Uncle 
Charlie had only a mule. Mules were what you needed to 
mine for gold. Uncle Charlie always said, “A horse is too 
careless for this work. A mule can pick his way through 
rocks and trails. A horse will break a leg in no time flat. 
Besides, they don’t like to work.” 

Undoubtedly, Uncle Charlie thinks the same about me, 
thought Ned. 

2
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It wasn’t that Ned didn’t like work. He just didn’t 
like standing in water all day long, pouring it into the 
sluice box. That’s what prospectors like Uncle Charlie 
did. The work seemed endless and boring. Dig. Shovel. 
Wash the ore with water to get rid of the light stuff. 
Inspect the bottom of the box to see if any gold had 
settled down there. Then do it all over again.

Most of the time, there was no gold. Every so 
often, though, there’d be a little glint. That’s when 
Uncle Charlie would whoop and do a little dance. 
“Gold!” he’d holler. Prospecting for gold near 
Placerville, California, was his whole life.

Ned didn’t care about gold, especially considering 
how hard it was to find. He liked horses. He liked 
their smell, he liked their warmth, he liked the intel-
ligent look in their eyes, and he liked the way their 
ears pricked up when he talked to them. He liked the 
wind in his face when he galloped over open fields. 
Horses seemed to know how Ned felt, and they 
behaved for him. Ned could get a horse to do just 
about anything.
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That’s why Ned kept pestering his uncle to let him 
leave the goldfields and do what he really wanted—ride 
for the Pony Express. “I know I could ride for the Pony 
Express,” he said over and over. “I know it!”

Uncle Charlie would grunt and point to another pile 
of gravel to dig. Sometimes he ridiculed the idea. “You 
think mining is hard? Pony Express riders get saddle sores 
as big as this pan. Riding ten, fifteen hours a day? You 
don’t know sore till you’ve done that.” 

Ned persisted. “I can do it. I can ride better than 
anybody. Riding isn’t work for me. Standing in water all 
day—that’s work.”
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Uncle Charlie resorted to his usual promises. Things 
would get better. Uncle Charlie’s pal, Old Manuel, could 
hardly wait to join them. With a sluice box like the one 
Manuel would make, they’d be bringing up nuggets as big 
as cherries. “You got something against being rich?” Uncle 
Charlie would tease.

“Rich!” Ned scoffed. “You’ve been sayin’ that since I 
got here. How long have you been at it? Eight years? You 
rich yet?”

“Listen, I give you a roof over your head. Food in your 
belly. You should be grateful.”

“I am, Uncle Charlie. You know I am. But I can make 
a hundred dollars a month riding for the Pony Express. I’m 
the right size—they want boys with stunted growth like 
me. Finally, being small is a factor in my favor.”

“You’re a factor right here.”
“Yeah, but with my earnings, I could help us hire 

more diggers, maybe start into some deep mining. And 
with Old Manuel… wouldn’t that be something?”

Uncle Charlie went silent. He spent the rest of that 
afternoon digging furiously, not even looking at Ned.

The next morning, though, as Uncle Charlie was 
slurping on his coffee, he said slowly, “All right. You go 
see if they’ll hire you. But mark my words. Sooner or later, 
you’ll be back, praising gold mining as your salvation.”

Ned was off to the Pony Express station at Placerville 
before Uncle Charlie had put down his cup. The whole 
way, he kept hoping a Pony Express rider would go miss-
ing—just for a while. Just till I can show ’em what I can do … 

Though he didn’t get his wish, Ned got the next best 
thing. At first, the station keeper told him, “Sorry, son, 
we’re full up with riders.” But just as Ned was about to 
leave, the rider from Sacramento, Luke, arrived. He was 
barely hanging on to his saddle. His horse was panting 
hard. After being eased off his horse, Luke blurted out his 
story. Highwaymen had attacked him west of Placerville. 
He escaped with a bullet in his shoulder. It was evident 
that Luke couldn’t even make the ride to the home station 
at Sportsman’s Hall, never mind back to Sacramento.

6
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With all the excitement, no one told Ned to leave. 
So he hung around. Precious minutes were ticking by, 
and something had to be done. The westbound rider 
from Nevada would be arriving at Sportsman’s Hall to 
pick up the eastbound mail and transfer the westbound 
to Sacramento. A rider had to meet him. 

“Say,” said the station keeper, noticing Ned. “You 
think you could do this one run, to Sportsman’s Hall? 
You ever been up there?” 

“Sure. Lots of times.” Ned said it calmly, but 
inside he was trembling. He’d only been to the Hall 
once, but he was pretty sure he could find it. This was 
his chance. He wasn’t going to miss it. 

It was 10 o’clock in the morning before he was 
ready. First, Ned took the rider’s oath, swearing to 
obey the law and not to use bad language. In the 
meantime, a horse was saddled for him. The station 
keeper handed Ned the mochila—a saddlebag that fit 
over the saddle. It contained four waterproof pouches 
called cantinas for carrying the mail. The pouches 
were full.
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Ned swung lightly into the saddle. His heart was 
beating rapidly, and he was nearly bursting with pride. He 
was riding one of the flashiest mustangs he’d ever seen—
and he was riding for the Pony Express! 

He didn’t have much time to glory in it, though. The 
station keeper gave his horse a whack, and the mustang shot 
onto the trail. Ned had 12 miles to ride in about an hour. 
That didn’t worry him; the black mustang was flying. What 
worried him was the weather. Angry-looking clouds were 
sweeping in from the west. It was October, and the first 
storm of winter, Ned knew, could blow in at any time. Ned 
was heading toward the mountains. He hoped it didn’t snow.

8
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As Ned rode, he thought about what lay ahead. 
He’d read every news story he could find about the 
Pony Express. He knew about the first ride to 
Sportsman’s Hall by Sam Hamilton. Nothing 
stopped him—not rain or sleet, not even having to 
run on foot when his horse stumbled on the icy trail. 
Ned had also read about Warren Upson, who took 
that first mail from Hamilton and plunged through 
deep snowdrifts over the mountains. Ned even knew 
about “Pony Bob” Haslam, who rode 380 miles by 
himself when Indian raids scared off all the other 
riders and horses. Ned only hoped he could measure 
up to those heroes someday! 

For now, he just had to pay attention. The mustang 
was breathing hard. Pull her up a bit to get through 
those boulders. Now a touch of the spurs, and let her 
fly! At this pace, they’d reach Sportsman’s Hall well 
before noon. The rider from Nevada should already be 
there and waiting. They would exchange mochilas. Ned 
could maybe get a short rest and eat some beans and 
bacon. Then he’d race back to Placerville to change 
horses. What would happen after that, he didn’t know.

10

It was 11:15 that morning when Ned arrived at 
Sportsman’s Hall. Dozens of folks were milling about. 
Beyond the inn, Ned could see the huge corral, with more 
horses than he’d remembered. Stagecoaches and wagons 
were parked all over. Many had come for the food—
Sportsman’s Hall was as famous for its meals as it was for 
its horses.

Ned had no time to think about that. The station 
keeper shuffled out, peered up at him, and said, “Whuh? 
Where’s Luke?” 

“Highwaymen,” Ned said as he dismounted. “His 
shoulder’s pretty bad.”
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The station keeper swore at the highwaymen 
as Ned handed him the mochila. He asked Ned if he 
could make it back to Placerville. Ned nodded.

They both looked up at the sky. It was getting 
darker. “Could be a rough ride,” said the station 
keeper. 

“I’ll make it,” said Ned. “All I need’s a little 
stretch, and maybe some food.” 

“Sure. I’ll have a new horse ready to go in five 
minutes.”

Ned was glad that the westbound mail was ready 
to go. He had worried that if there was too much time, 
another rider might be found. Now he knew that he was 
the rider, at least back to Placerville, maybe even to 
Sacramento. Ned felt a tingle of excitement in his chest. 

When he got back from his meal, a fresh horse 
was saddled with the mochila in place. The station 
keeper handed Ned the reins, warning him to watch 
this horse carefully. “She’s fast but a little nervous,” 
he explained.

Ned swung himself into the saddle, tipped his hat, 
and took off heading west. The clouds seemed to have 
gotten lower.

12

Ned’s new horse really was a mover. She sailed 
along the trail. Only when they passed through a 
grove of pines did she lurch. Waving branches seemed 
to spook her. Ned leaned forward and whispered into 
her ear. “Don’t worry,” he crooned. “They make me 
nervous, too.” 

As they thundered through the hills east of 
Placerville, Ned thought for a moment that it might 
be fun to stop and show Uncle Charlie that he was 
riding for the Pony Express. But he knew he didn’t 
have time. The mail was already late, and he had a 
long way to go. So he spurred the mare just as a 
flash of lightning lit up the sky to the west. A roll 
of thunder followed. Amazingly, Ned’s horse didn’t 
seem to mind the flash of light and the noise. She 
just kept up her steady pace. 

Rain was seeping steadily into Ned’s boots when 
he pulled up at the station in Placerville a little over an 
hour later. The station keeper was grinning. “You 
made it,” was all he said.
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Ned leaped down with the mochila. “How’s Luke?” 
he asked.

“Tell them in Sacramento the doc says he’ll be laid 
up a couple weeks. Maybe more,” said the station keeper. 
“Tell them I said until then, you’re it.”

A young boy came out of the corral leading Ned’s 
fresh horse, a chestnut, and handed Ned the reins.

“You OK?” asked the station keeper. “Gonna be muddy 
out there. It’s the first rain, so watch out for flash floods.”

Ned was already in the saddle. “I’ll be fine,” he said.
“You should probably have these,” said the station 

keeper, handing Ned a horn and a pistol. He told Ned to 
blow the horn when he neared a station, so a fresh horse 
would be ready when he got there. “The pistol is in case 
you run into trouble.”

Ned nodded, spurred the chestnut mustang, and was off.
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Once Ned rode out of town, the size of his task began 
to sink in. He was responsible for delivering the mail. 
Sacramento was 45 miles away. With five stops to change 
horses, he had less than four hours in which to do it. The 
mail had to be in Sacramento in time to make the ferryboat 
going down the river to San Francisco. The Pony Express 
Company promised mail from St. Joseph, Missouri, to San 
Francisco in ten days, and this was day ten. 

The deadline made him want to spur his horse, but he 
didn’t. The dirt road was getting muddier and more slip-
pery. Placerville to Sacramento was a downhill ride. A horse 
could easily slip and break a leg. So Ned just leaned over and 
whispered in the chestnut’s ear, “Steady, boy, steady.”
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By late afternoon, Ned had made it through three 
of his five stops. He was thankful to be past Folsom, the 
hardest and steepest part of the descent. The footing 
would be better now. Another hour or so and he’d be there. 
And Ned was now riding a roan stallion; this horse was 
more spirited than any of the others.

Passing some orchards, he could see from the branches 
that the wind had picked up. Wind could slow him down. 
“Steady,” Ned crooned to the roan. “Steady.” Up ahead, 
the road passed through another stand of pines. The trees 
offered some shelter, but the branches were jigging crazily. 
Ned drew on the reins to steady the stallion. 

Then out of the corner of his eye, Ned thought he 
noticed some movement in the trees. Could it be a mirage?

A gust of wind rattled the trees, and the stallion 
lurched violently to the side. Ned was so startled that he 
hardly heard the shot. But he felt it whistle past his ear. 
That was no mirage! Terrified, he crouched low on the 
stallion’s neck as a second shot blew away his hat. 

The noise made the stallion lurch again. Ned hung on, 
thinking about the pistol tucked in his pants but knowing he’d 
never be able to aim. His only hope was speed. The highway-
men were shouting, trying to reload, spurring their horses out 
of the trees behind him. Ned slapped the stallion as he 
shouted in his ear, “Now! Now, boy, let’s git!”

The stallion responded as if shot from a cannon. He 
straightened up and leapt in huge bursts down the road. 
Ned hung on, the rain pelting his now-bare forehead. He 
could still hear shots but knew they were in vain. Nothing 
could catch this horse. 

16



When Ned left the roan stallion at Fifteen Mile 
House in Sacramento, he felt as if he were leaving a friend. 
He told the station keeper what had happened and how the 
horse had saved him. The station keeper gave him a new 
hat and assured him he could ride the horse again on the 
way back to Placerville. He also gave Ned the name of a 
hotel where he could spend the night.

Ned entered the streets of Sacramento. He’d been 
there often with his uncle to buy supplies. He wished 
Uncle Charlie could be there now. He wanted to tell some-
one what he had done. The mail would be on time to catch 
the ferry and would make it down the river to San Francisco 
that evening.

He had done it. He was the new rider until Luke came 
back—if he came back.

17
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Ned woke to the sound of knocking on his door. 
Morning light was pouring into his hotel room. He had 
been asleep since seven o’clock the night before. It must be 
time to get moving. 

Groggily, he pulled on his pants and opened the door. 
There stood Uncle Charlie, beaming. In his hand he held a 
bag. “Thought you could use these,” Uncle Charlie said, 
entering the room. He set the bag on Ned’s rumpled bed. 

“But… but… what are you doing here?”
“I’m here getting supplies, remember? But never mind 

that, open the bag.” 
Ned sat down and wiped the sleep from his eyes. He 

reached into the bag and drew out a brand-new Stetson. 
“Thought you might need that,” said Uncle Charlie. He 
pointed to the bag, gesturing for Ned to look further.

With his new hat perched on his head, Ned reached in 
again. This time he pulled out a large jar of Dr. Smith’s 
Miracle Saddle Sore Cream. 

“Keep this Pony Express stuff up, and you’ll be need-
ing that, too,” grinned Uncle Charlie. “Now hurry up and 
tell me about it. The station keeper told me you’d be riding 
back to Placerville in less than an hour…”
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Event: Ned rides a chestnut mustang down a 
muddy, slippery road during the fi rst leg of the trip.

Event: ?

Event: ?

19

Responding
TARGET SKILL  Sequence of Events What is 

the sequence of events during Ned’s ride from 

Placerville to Sacramento? Copy and complete the 

chart below, adding additional boxes as necessary.

Write About It

Text to Self Ned Benson is skilled at riding horses and 

really enjoys doing it. Think about an activity you are 

skilled at that you really enjoy. Write a paragraph or 

two explaining how to do that activity.
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evident

factor

mirages

pace

salvation

seep

shuffled

stunted

undoubtedly

vain

TARGET VOCABULARY

TARGET SKILL  Sequence of Events Identify the 

time order in which events take place.

TARGET STRATEGY  Visualize Use text details to form 

pictures in your mind of what you are reading.

GENRE Historical Fiction is a story whose characters 

and events are set in a real period of history.
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5th - Week 3  

Big Math Idea(s):  Use exponents to name place value units and explain 

patterns in the placement of the decimal point 

Vocabulary 

exponent 

a number used to indicate the number of times a term is used as a factor to multiply 

itself—or how many times a number is to be used in a multiplication sentence 

4 x 4 x 4 x 4 x 4 = 45  (the factor 4 is used five times so the exponent is 5) 

10 x 10 x 10  = 103 (the factor 10 is used three times so the exponent is 3) 

Power of 10 
ten multiplied by itself a certain number of times 

10 x 10 x 10 x 10 = 104

exponential form 
when a number or expression is written with an exponent 

10 x 10 x 10 = 103  or 1,000 = 103  (The exponential form is 103.) 

standard form 
a number written with just digits 

156 is in standard form 

expression 
number or any combination of computation (+, - , x, ÷) that evaluates to a number 

3 x 4; 10 + 7; 15—8; 789 ÷ 3 

equation 
a statement in which two expressions are equal (has an equal sign) 

45 + 5 = 50; 300 ÷ 3 = 100; 3 x 4 = 11 + 1 

Example(s) 

Support 

10 to the first power = 10 x 1 = 101 = 10 

10 to the second power = 10 x 10 = 102 = 100, etc. 

If multiplying and dividing using powers of 10 is challenging, use the

attached place value charts.  Write the factor (number) in the chart.

If the factor is being multiplied, the digits will shift to the left.

If the factor is being divided, the digits will shift to the right. 

Enrichment 

Consider having your child practice with factors that are not powers of 10 (i.e. 74). 

367 x 101

367 ÷ 101

Talk through these examples with 

someone in your house who is your 

age or older than you. 

700 ÷ 102 = 

700 ÷ 100 = (This is because 102 is 10 x 10.) 

Quotient/Answer = 7 

3.45 x 103 =  

3.45 x 1,000 = (This is because 103 is 10 x 10 x 10.) 

Product/Answer = 3,450 



5th Power Flip 
Big Math Idea:  5th: Powers of 10 - Explain place value and placement of decimal/shifting digits and use whole number expo-

nents to denote powers of 10 

Materials:  digit cards; power cards; recording sheet; a different color crayon or colored pencil per player

Directions: 

1. Flip the digit cards to create your number.  You will need the same number of cards as there are lines.  You determine which digit

goes in which place value column (empty line).  Write the number.

2. Draw a power card.  This will be represent the power of 10 or the exponent for 10.  (i.e. Roll a 3 -  the power of 10 would be

103.)  Write this on the sheet.

3. Solve for either multiplication or division.

**If using a decimal place value chart helps you multiply or divide, feel free to do that.  It is a great tool to use!  (see attached charts) 

Example: 

Turned over digit cards: 2, 5, 1 

Decided to create the number: 

Rolled the die: 2 

        (That means I need to multiply 21.5 x 100.) 

Solve the problem: 

___  ___ . ___ x 10 ___ = ____________ 2 1 5 

___  ___ . ___ x 10 ___ = ____________2 1 5 2 

___  ___ . ___ x 10 ___ = ____________2 1 5 2 2,150 

If you want to play this game 
multiple times and you have filled up 
your recording sheets, you can print 
more of them (see district website) or 
make your own recording sheets!



 

 

 

5th Power Flip Recording Sheet 
Share one sheet between two people.  When it is your turn,  choose any one of the choices 

below—these are not in any particular order.  Proudly claim your work by using your  
crayon/colored pencil to put a star or smile face next to the one you complete. 

 
 ___  ___ . ___ x 10 ___ = ____________  

 ___ ___  ___ . ___ x 10 ___ = ____________  

 ___  ___ . ___ ÷ 10 ___ = ____________  

 ___  ___ . ___ ___ x 10 ___ = ____________  

  ___ . ___ ____ ÷ 10 ___ = ____________  

   ____ ___ . ___ ___ ÷ 10 ___ = ____________  

 ___ . ___ ___ ___ x 10 ___ = ____________  

 0 . ___ ___ ___ x 10 ___ = _____________  

   0 . ___ ÷ 10 ___ = ______________  

   ___ ___ ___ . ___ ___ ÷ 10 ___ = ___________  

As you play this game, discuss with your partner: 

What are some of the patterns you are seeing?  What role does place value play in this game?  Are multiplication and division related in 

any way in this game—why or why not? 



 

 

 

5th Power Flip Recording Sheet 
Share one sheet between two people.  When it is your turn,  choose any one of the choices 

below—these are not in any particular order.  Proudly claim your work by using your  
crayon/colored pencil to put a star or smile face next to the one you complete. 

 
 ___  ___ . ___ x 10 ___ = ____________  

 ___ ___  ___ . ___ x 10 ___ = ____________  

 ___  ___ . ___ ÷ 10 ___ = ____________  

 ___  ___ . ___ ___ x 10 ___ = ____________  

  ___ . ___ ____ ÷ 10 ___ = ____________  

   ____ ___ . ___ ___ ÷ 10 ___ = ____________  

 ___ . ___ ___ ___ x 10 ___ = ____________  

 0 . ___ ___ ___ x 10 ___ = _____________  

   0 . ___ ÷ 10 ___ = ______________  

   ___ ___ ___ . ___ ___ ÷ 10 ___ = ___________  

As you play this game, discuss with your partner: 

What are some of the patterns you are seeing?  What role does place value play in this game?  Are multiplication and division related in 

any way in this game—why or why not? 
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Lesson 3 Problem Set NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5

Name  Date 

1. Write the following in exponential form (e.g., 100 = 102).

a. 10,000 = __________

b. 1,000 = _________

c. 10 × 10 = __________

d. 100 × 100 = _________

e. 1,000,000 = __________

f. 1,000 × 1,000 = _________

2. Write the following in standard form (e.g., 5 × 102 = 500).

a. 9 × 103 = ____________

b. 39 × 104 = ____________

c. 7,200 ÷ 102 = ___________

d. 7,200,000 ÷ 103 = _________

e. 4.025 × 103 = ____________

f. 40.25 × 104 = ____________

g. 72.5 ÷ 102 = ____________

h. 7.2  ÷ 102 = _____________

3. Think about the answers to Problem 2(a–d).  Explain the pattern used to find an answer when you
multiply or divide a whole number by a power of 10.

4. Think about the answers to Problem 2(e–h).  Explain the pattern used to place the decimal in the answer
when you multiply or divide a decimal by a power of 10.
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Lesson 3: Use exponents to name place value units, and explain patterns in the 
placement of the decimal point. 57 
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Lesson 3 Problem Set NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5

5. Complete the patterns.

a. 0.03       0.3       _______________       30       _______________       _______________

b. 6,500,000       65,000       _______________       6.5       _______________

c. _______________       9,430       _______________       94.3        9.43       _______________

d. 999       9990      99,900      _______________       _______________       _______________

e. _______________      7.5      750      75,000       _______________       _______________

f. Explain how you found the unknown numbers in set (b).  Be sure to include your reasoning about the
number of zeros in your numbers and how you placed the decimal.

g. Explain how you found the unknown numbers in set (d).  Be sure to include your reasoning about the
number of zeros in your numbers and how you placed the decimal.

6. Shaunnie and Marlon missed the lesson on exponents.  Shaunnie incorrectly wrote 105 = 50 on her paper,
and Marlon incorrectly wrote 2.5 × 102 = 2.500 on his paper.

a. What mistake has Shaunnie made?  Explain using words, numbers, or pictures why her thinking is
incorrect and what she needs to do to correct her answer.

b. What mistake has Marlon made?  Explain using words, numbers, or pictures why his thinking is
incorrect and what he needs to do to correct his answer.
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Lesson 3: Use exponents to name place value units, and explain patterns in the 
placement of the decimal point. 59 

This work is licensed under a  
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Lesson 3 Homework NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5

Name  Date 

1. Write the following in exponential form (e.g., 100 = 102).

a. 1000 = __________

b. 10 × 10 = _________

c. 100,000 = __________

d. 100 × 10 = _________

e. 1,000,000 = __________

f. 10,000 × 10 = _________

2. Write the following in standard form (e.g., 4 × 102 = 400).

a. 4 × 103 = ____________

b. 64 × 104 = ____________

c. 5,300 ÷ 102 = ___________

d. 5,300,000 ÷ 103 = _________

e. 6.072 × 103 = ____________

f. 60.72 × 104 = ____________

g. 948 ÷ 103 = ____________

h. 9.4 ÷ 102 = _____________

3. Complete the patterns.

a. 0.02       0.2        __________       20        __________       __________

b. 3,400,000       34,000       __________       3.4       __________

c. __________       8,570       __________       85.7        8.57      __________

d. 444       4440      44,400      __________       __________       __________

e. __________       9.5      950      95,000       __________       __________
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Compare Two Decimals

Big Math Idea: Compare two decimals to the thousandths based on meanings of the digits in each 

place, using <, >, =, ≠ symbols to record the results of the comparison.

Prep: Cut out all the cards on the dotted line.

Directions:

1. Separate the <, >, =, ≠ cards from the decimal/word cards.  Shuffle the decks and turn 

them face down.

2. Player 1 draws 1 decimal/word card, turns it over (can see the number) and places it to the left.  

Then he/she draws another card, turns it over and places it to the right.  Player 1 determines if the 

numbers are = or ≠ and places that symbol card in between the two cards.  Player 1 reads the 

expression aloud.  For example:  1.48 is not equal to (or is unequal to) 2.35.

3. If the number cards are unequal (≠), then Player 1 chooses the next relational symbol -

either greater than (>) or less than (<) and places it between the cards.  Player 1 reads the 

expression aloud.  For example: 1.48 is less than 2.35.

4. Players keep taking turns back and forth.

Adaptations/Extensions:

If this game is challenging, consider having your child write the numbers on the word cards before 

comparing.  Your child could also just work with numbers that have decimals in the tenths and not 

the hundredths.

To change things up, partners could take turns drawing cards and place them in order from least to 

greatest.  If the two decimals are unequal, players could determine how much less or greater one 

decimal is compared to another.  





2.35 1.48 0.25

6.21 6.15 5.09

1.67 5.78 1.14

5.26 7.08 9.27





2.3 3.5 3.7

4.6 4.8 2.5

1.7 5.8 5.9

9.7 7.8 0.5





2.30
three and   

five tenths 3.70

four and six 

tenths

nine and 

twenty-seven 

hundredths

five and nine 

hundredths

five and 

twenty-seven 

hundredths

one and 

fifteen 

hundredths
5.90

9.06
seven and 

eight tenths 0.05





= = =

≠ ≠ ≠

< < <

> > >





Lesson 5: Name decimal fractions in expanded, unit, and word forms by  
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 Lesson 5 Problem Set NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5 1 

1. Express as decimal numerals.  The first one is done for you.

a. Four thousandths 0.004

b. Twenty-four thousandths

c. One and three hundred twenty-four thousandths

d. Six hundred eight thousandths

e. Six hundred and eight thousandths

f. 46
1000

g. 3 946
1000

h. 200 904
1000

2. Express each of the following values in words.  If you need support spelling the words, there is a word bank above.

a. 0.005 ______________________________________________________________________ 

b. 11.037 ______________________________________________________________________ 

c. 403.608 ______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Write the number on a place value chart.  Then, write it in expanded form using fractions or decimals to
express the decimal place value units.  The first one is done for you.
a. 35.827

Tens Ones Tenths Hundredths Thousandths 
3 5 8 2 7 

35.827 = 3 × 10 + 5 × 1 + 8 × � 1
10
� + 2 × � 1

100
� + 7 × � 1

1000
�   or 

 = 3 × 10 + 5 × 1 + 8 × 0.1 + 2 × 0.01 + 7 × 0.001 
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 Lesson 5 Problem Set NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5 1 

b. 0.249

c. 57.281

4. Write a decimal for each of the following.  Use a place value chart to help, if necessary.

a. 7 × 10 + 4 × 1 + 6 × � 1
10
� + 9 × � 1

100
� + 2 × � 1

1000
� 

b. 5 × 100 + 3 × 10 + 8 × 0.1 + 9 × 0.001

c. 4 × 1,000 + 2 × 100 + 7 × 1 + 3 × � 1
100

� + 4 × � 1
1000

� 

5. Mr. Pham wrote 2.619 on the board.  Christy says it is two and six hundred nineteen thousandths.  Amy
says it is 2 ones 6 tenths 1 hundredth 9 thousandths.  Who is right?  Use words and numbers to explain
your answer.
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Lesson 5: Name decimal fractions in expanded, unit, and word forms by  
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 Lesson 5 Exit Ticket NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5 1 

1. Express nine thousandths as a decimal.

2. Express twenty-nine thousandths as a fraction.

3. Express 24.357 in words.

a. Write the expanded form using fractions or decimals.

b. Express in unit form.
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 Lesson 5 Homework NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5 1 

Name  Date 

1. Express as decimal numerals.  The first one is done for you.

a. Five thousandths 0.005

b. Thirty-five thousandths

c. Nine and two hundred thirty-five thousandths

d. Eight hundred and five thousandths

e. 8
1000

f. 28
1000

g. 7 528
1000

h. 300 502
1000

2. Express each of the following values in words.

a. 0.008 ______________________________________________________________________

b. 15.062 ______________________________________________________________________

c. 607.409 ______________________________________________________________________

3. Write the number on a place value chart.  Then, write it in expanded form using fractions or decimals to
express the decimal place value units.  The first one is done for you.

a. 27.346

Tens Ones Tenths Hundredths Thousandths 
2 7 3 4 6 

27.346 = 2 × 10 + 7 × 1 + 3 × � 1
10
� + 4 × � 1

100
� + 6 × � 1

1000
�  or 

27.346 = 2 × 10 + 7 × 1 + 3 × 0.1 + 4 × 0.01 + 6 × 0.001 
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 Lesson 5 Homework NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5 1 

b. 0.362

c. 49.564

4. Write a decimal for each of the following.  Use a place value chart to help, if necessary.

a. 3 × 10 + 5 × 1 + 2 × � 1
10
� + 7 × � 1

100
� + 6 × � 1

1000
� 

b. 9 × 100 + 2 × 10 + 3 × 0.1 + 7 × 0.001

c. 5 × 1000 + 4 × 100 + 8 × 1 + 6 × � 1
100

� + 5 × � 1
1000

� 

5. At the beginning of a lesson, a piece of chalk is 4.875 inches long.  At the end of the lesson, it is 3.125
inches long.  Write the two amounts in expanded form using fractions.

a. At the beginning of the lesson:

b. At the end of the lesson:
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6. Mrs. Herman asked the class to write an expanded form for 412.638.  Nancy wrote the expanded form
using fractions, and Charles wrote the expanded form using decimals.  Write their responses.

Look back at the work you have been doing in this packet.  Write some of your own problems 
(expanded form, word form, numeral form, word problems, etc.).  Have someone your age or older 
than you solve them.  You be the educator and support your family member by teaching him/her how 
to solve the problems if he/she needs help.  Check their answers and give them feedback. :)
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 Lesson 5 Template NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5 1 

thousands through thousandths place value chart 
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Extra Place Value Mats—Decimals 

thousands hundreds tens ones tenths hundredths thousandths 

thousands hundreds tens ones tenths hundredths thousandths 

thousands hundreds tens ones tenths hundredths thousandths 

thousands hundreds tens ones tenths hundredths thousandths 

thousands hundreds tens ones tenths hundredths thousandths 
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